Burning the Rat by Zolynas, Al
LETTERS   ANOTHER DIMENSION
Diego Vicente,* Gustavo Cilla,* 
Milagrosa Montes,*† Eduardo G. Pérez-Yarza,* 
and Emilio Pérez-Trallero*†‡
*Hospital Donostia, San Sebastián, Spain; †Ministerio de Sanidad 
y Consumo, San Sebastian, Spain; and ‡Universidad del País Vas-
co, San Sebastián, Spain
References
  1.   Schildgen O, Müller A, Simon A. Human bocavirus and gastroen-
teritis [letter]. Emerg Infect Dis. 2007;13:1620.
  2.   Vicente D, Cilla G, Montes M, Pérez-Yarza EG, Pérez Trallero E. 
Human bocavirus, a respiratory and enteric virus. Emerg Infect Dis. 
2007;13:636–7.
  3.   McIntosh K. Human bocavirus: developing evidence for pathoge-
nicity. J Infect Dis. 2006;194:1197–9.
  4.   Allander T, Jartti T, Gupta S, Niesters HGM, Lehtinen P, Osterback 
R, et al. Human bocavirus and acute wheezing in children. Clin In-
fect Dis. 2007;44:904–10.
Address for correspondence: Emilio Pérez-Trallero, Servicio de 
Microbiología, Hospital Donostia, Paseo Dr Beguiristain s/n 20014, San 
Sebastián, Spain; email: mikrobiol@terra.es
  Emerging Infectious Diseases • www.cdc.gov/eid • Vol. 13, No. 10, October 2007  1621 
Burning the Rat
Al Zolynas
I ﬁ  nd him lying by the door,
legs outstretched as if he died in mid-leap.
I pick him up by the tail.
He feels loose, beyond the ﬁ  rst stiffness of death.
His molecules have realized the futility of hanging on;
they know the party’s over, it’s time to head home.
Suddenly, I want to burn this rat.
I surprise myself at how much I want this.
I want to save him from the slow
decay, the fetid rearrangement
of his parts --or so I tell myself.
But mostly, I want to see him burn.
I drop him on the wire screen
that covers the forty-gallon drum
I use for burning garbage.
I light the ﬁ  re.
I am strangely satisﬁ  ed.
As I expected, his whiskers furl
into quick question marks and are gone;
his fur bubbles, then turns black and dry.
The tail, the long nightmare of a tail,
holds on longer than I thought.
Hours later, it is the only thing left,
a white length of ash
like the backbone of something prehistoric
seen from a great distance.
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